
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 27th September 2017 
 

Dear parents  

 
 
It is with deep sadness that my letter to you this week carries the news that last Saturday, 
Gabi Ntombela and her husband were involved in a fatal motor vehicle accident.  
 

 

Our Bellavista light is dimmer this 
weekend, whilst in heaven it shines much 
brighter. Gabi’s tragic passing in a motor 
vehicle accident leaves us devastated as a 
school family. Her grace, beauty and 
warmth will be sorely missed. Our hearts 
are heavy. Rest in peace lovely lady. 

Special Heads Up 
 

https://za.pinterest.com/pin/177962622750805397/


 

 

Gabi worked for Versetex on our site as a member of the support staff, and has done so for 
nearly ten years. Her warm smile and gentle demeanour warmed our days as she faithfully 
took care of the school, preparing it each day for the children and teachers working here. If 
your child arrives here in the early hours, before seven o’clock, they most certainly would 
have met Gabi first in their day. In all these years, this gracious lady didn’t miss a day, short 
of a family emergency, never complained and always set about cheering others. Her 
immediate colleagues as well as the wider staff are devastated at the loss, and the air of 
sadness was tangible at school on our return. 
 
Gabi leaves behind her young adult son and her daughter, currently writing matric. As I met 
with Thami, her son, today I was struck by the essence of Gabi that shines through him, 
even now while he takes on the heavy mantle of making funeral arrangements for both his 
parents and uncle, and then living preparations for himself and his sister. 
 
On Friday last week, Gabi came to work in traditional dress and pointedly said that THIS is 
how she would want to be remembered, proud and radiant. Retrospectively, we only wish 
we had known that that would be our farewell. 
 
In time, I will learn of the plans that the family will make. Certainly, the school is there 
to support them in whatever way possible. Should parents wish to offer support in the form 
of groceries or other gifts, Almarie Conradie will coordinate through the class mums on the 
Parents Association. 
 

 
 

A few children have asked after her. Please would you carefully mediate her absence as you 
feel best as a parents, particularly with the young children. I will address the seniors at our 
Wednesday morning greet time. 
 
Yours with a heavy heart, 

 
Alison 

 


