
      Newsletter No. 1 : January 2017  

19th January Thursday:  First day back for the children Gr 1—7 

23rd January Monday:  First day back for Grade R 

23rd January Monday:  Parent Orientation Evening   

03rd February Friday:  Grade 5 Tuck 

    Assembly 12h40 

10th February Friday:  Grade 7 Valentine Tuck 

    Assembly 12h40 

14th February Tuesday: Hearing Screening 

15th February Wednesday: Hearing Screening 

    SHARE Evening Talk—Tomatis Therapy 

16th February Thursday: Hearing Screening 

17th February Friday:  Grade 4 Tuck 

    Assembly—Bellavista Bears 12h40 

20th February Monday: Grade 7 Camp 

21st February Tuesday: Grade 6 Camp 

23rd February Thursday: Grades 6 and 7 return  

    12noon—Half Term       

 
Tues—Friday mornings 

7:30—8:15  

Tues afternoons 

12—14:45 

 

Dear parents 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Bellavista 2017  
 
Welcome to the 2017 school year! On behalf of the staff, the Parents Association and the Board of 
Governors, warm greetings to all the new parents and children who are joining the Bellavista family.  
 
A special welcome to new staff joining our school this year – Miss Alex Boyes-Varley (Teacher Intern 
Gr R and 1); Miss Natasha Antunes (Grade 1); Mrs Sharona Smith (Grade 3); Mrs Kerryn Glover 
(Grade 3); Mrs Bernadette Pascoe (Grade 5); Miss Casey Macaulay (Grade 5); Mr Jacob Masuku 
(Specialist Educator Gr 6 & 7); Miss Wihanli Lindeque (locum Occupational Therapist), Mrs Roseen 
Ress (Occupational Therapist) and Miss Ashley Button (Admin and Finance). We are excited for the 
flavor they will add to our school, bringing their professional qualification and experience, as well as 
their personalities, to us. 
 
Every year, I pen the same paragraph in this newsletter: every one of us in the community has arrived 
at a very special place. We are not shy to share that Dr Maryanne Wolf (Mass. USA), acclaimed    
professor in the area of Literacy and Reading wrote of us: “Bellavista has to be one of the best 
schools on the continent.” Affirmed then, I encourage each and every member of the school’s        
enrolment, parent and staff body to grow where you are planted and embrace and enjoy every       
relationship you make, every milestone you encounter and every moment you experience. 
 



Practical matters as we kick start the year 
 
School opens on Thursday 19th January Grades 1 - 7. This is a ‘sports uniform’ day and the children can 
dress accordingly. Hair should be neat and tidy. No wristbands and other ‘decorative’ jewelery will be   
permitted. Please ensure that the sports shoes are white or black and school socks are worn. 
School opens on Monday 23rd January for Grade R. 
 

Uniforms 

Please consult the webpage: www.bellavista.org.za/uniforms for the updated list describing the schools dress 

code for formal and sport wear. The lists are also included in the Agenda and Communication Books. Grade    

Sevens will wear a red blazer issued at the first assembly. 

 

Communication lowdown 

Please note, newsletters follow monthly. “Head’s Up” notices from myself will arrive in your inbox weekly, high-

lighting the key communications of a given week.  

 

Each teacher and therapist has an email address: firstname.surname@bellavistaschool.co.za (cited on the 

webpage). Remember, whilst email is quick and easy, it doesn’t replace the relational value of a face-to-face   

conversation! 

 

Bellavista sends out news, photos and encouragement on the Facebook page- pop online and “like” our page to 

stay in touch.  

 

WhatsApp groups set up in the parent body should be used respectfully and not for everyday ‘chit chat’. These 

forums can be a powerful tool of community organisation and the dissemination of critical information, but banter 

intrudes. 

 

In Grades R-3, the children have a school issue ‘Communication Book’ for day-to-day matters pertaining to home-

work etc.  

 

In Grades 4-7, we teach the children to use an ‘Agenda Book’ to organise their lives. This in addition to encourag-

ing e-diaries and to do lists/ photographs of the homework board. 

 

If you provide your child with 3G access on any device, you are required to complete a letter confirming your re-

sponsibility as a parent to monitor your child’s online activity. A letter to this effect is included in the Agenda Book 

(Gr4-7) and also attached. 3G access is NOT encouraged. 

 

Parent Orientation Evening Grade 1—7 (Grade R will be informed of their Orientation Evening) 

Our Parent Orientation Evening is the ideal way to meet the staff at Bellavista, especially your child’s class teach-

er. Please diarise 18h00 on Monday 23th January 2017 for this important contact time. After a short welcome in 

the hall, we move to the classrooms to get the ‘low down’ on the nuts and bolts of the school day in that grade. 

Grade Seven parents are alerted that the evening is slightly extended to discuss our tablet project and also high 

school placements with you. 

 

Calendar 

A school calendar for the first term will be distributed early next week. Please diarise important events. The cricket 

fixtures are yet to be confirmed in the league but we will advise the boys when they are available. Please          

endeavour to plan all holidays etc. around the school term dates. EVERY DAY counts at Bellavista. If we are to 

see the progress we desire, it starts with contact time with your child! You should note that the Department of    

Education extended the number of mandatory school days in a year in 2015, and we are compelled to include 

some weekend activities in each term. Our community is very diverse and we attempt to distribute the activities 

evenly over Saturdays and Sundays to accommodate all. 

 

Co-curricular activities in Grades 3 - 7 

Next week, your child will select his or her preferred activity for the summer term. The selection happens in class 

with the teacher. The mandatory co-curricular programme begins next week, 24 January 2017. The schedule will 

be shared next week. 

http://www.bellavista.org.za/uniforms
mailto:firstname.surname@bellavistaschool.co.za


Coming and going 

A reminder that the obligatory gate for collecting and dropping your child is on Wingfield Avenue. The system in 

the morning, and each afternoon, is strictly a ONE WAY system. Further, the road is narrow and, in the interest of 

the safety of every child, I must urge drivers to be courteous and mindful of other road users and our neighbours. 

Please drive slowly, don’t double park and walk a few meters if the road is congested. Please do not obstruct the 

school driveway or the access of any residential property, even for a ’quick drop off’.  

 

Our staff at the gate are often stunned by the rude behavior that can be metered out in moments of traffic         

frustration. These are the people who work to look out for your child and courtesy towards them is appreciated, be 

that staff member a guard, groundsman or teacher. 

 

Please have your child at school by 07h30 to be settled and ready for line up at 07h40. In the interest of safety, 

the children may not enter through the main traffic gate but rather through the pedestrian gate. They should then 

follow the boundary up to the main school building. Parents are reminded to ‘drop and go’: say a warm, loving 

goodbye, remind your child where you will meet them at the end of the day and wave farewell. The quicker you 

instill this independence in your child, the better for his/her growth and development. Teachers are in the       

classrooms to assist you if separation is problematic. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Textbooks and stationery 

You should have equipped your child with all stationery before the first day. Exercise books and workbooks that 

are additional textbooks have been ordered for you and will be invoiced on your school fee account. Please be 

sure to make manual payment on receipt of the statement if you paid your fees upfront. The general textbooks and 

some equipment are available at the Uniform Shop at school. 

 

Has anything changed from your side? 

If anything has changed on your contact details or pertaining to your residential address, contact numbers or 

emergency contact numbers, please remember to let us know. This is an imperative and a priority. For changes, 

send an email to: secretary@bellavistaschool.co.za. Of importance too, if we are carrying any medication for your 

child e.g. anti-histamines, please drop by the office at some point to check that the stock has not expired! The 

onus is on the parent. 

 

Enjoy the term! 

 

Alison Scott (Mrs) 

Principal 
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