
      Newsletter No. 3: February/March2017  

28th February Tuesday: Back to school from mid-term break 

1st March Wednesday:   

2nd March Thursday:   

3rd March Friday:  JEANS FOR GENES Civvies Day on behalf of Rare Diseases S A (R10)  

    Grade 3 Tuck 

    Assembly 12h40 

6th March Monday:   

7th March Tuesday:   

8th March Wednesday :  

9th March Thursday:   

10th March Friday:  Grade 2 Tuck 

    Assembly 12h40 

13th March Monday:  Open Afternoon:  Gr 1+2 13:00—14:00 ; Gr 4-7 14:15—15:00 

14th March Tuesday:  Winter co-curricular programme begins    

15th March Wednesday:  

16th March Thursday:  

17th March Friday:  Grade 1 Tuck 

    Assembly 12h40 

18th March Saturday:  SPORTS DAY 

20th March Monday  Normal school day 

 
Tues—Friday mornings 

7:30—8:15  

Tues afternoons 

12—14:45 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dear Parents 
 
Sorry, we don’t fix kids. 
 
Sorry, we don’t fix kids is likely to be the strongest message any school, even a remedial school should send 

out. You see kids aren’t ‘broken’ so they don't need fixing. Restoration, perhaps, is an entirely different matter. 

All too often a parent’s journey to placement at a remedial school has included someone very well meaning ad-

vising that placement at a school like Bellavista for ‘a year or two’, to ‘iron out all the problems’ and ‘sort them 

out’ is a solution to a developing problem. The referral is likely correct, but the rest is not entirely true. Integrated 

intervention to support a child with his or her learning needs or difficulty is powerful, very powerful, and there is 

significant research that confirms that early intervention is better. So, when a school cannot offer what a child 

needs in order to be the best version of themselves, then placement that encompasses learning support and 

therapy may be a wise and excellent decision for a parent to take. 



Sorry, we don't fix kids and neither should a parent or any other significant family member. With all due respect to assertive 

and positive discipline techniques (as employed at Bellavista School) life isn’t a real time play out of “Nanny McPhee”.    

Rather, families and adults involved in the life of a child should accept and embrace the child for who he or she is,           

recognising the individual’s strengths and interests as much as acknowledging the weaknesses that are bringing the both-

er. In a stable environment, with clear boundaries and unconditional acceptance, children thrive.  

 

Sorry, we don’t fix kids but we do believe that children with different needs require advocacy to fight for their right to self-

actualise. At Bellavista, we are committed to doing all that we know and all that we can to support the child as he or she is 

guided to approach the weaknesses that prevent participation in the mainstream school environment. This requires that we 

share strategies to get around the challenges if these are pervasive. We are obligated and compelled to offer each child 

only tried and tested practices, i.e. techniques and interventions that research has proved effective. 

 

Sorry, we don’t fix kids. Rather, our intention is to build self-esteem and help each child face a feeling of challenge until he 

or she experiences a feeling of competence. We demand participation in chores along with other actions demonstrating 

independence, and so should you at home. Meaningful contribution creates belonging and belonging develops self-esteem. 

If we have an open door, we will, together with the child and parents, set high but not fantastical expectations for him or 

her. We need to take time to hear what each child has to say about his or her personal aspirations and future hopes, cutting 

through the thicket of their need to be ‘fixed’. From a young age, we ought to be determined to nurture the high interest of 

each individual; the world needs experts. 

 

Sorry, we don’t fix kids. We are a school committed to allow our learners a regular childhood where school is an             

environment for safe play, socialisation, adventure, mischief and memories. Life is not all about schoolwork and therapy. 

It's about being a kid – the stuff that muddy clothes and grazed knees is made of. Theatre outings, sports days, dress up 

occasions and picnics in the park are as important as the alphabet arc and the multiplication tables to us. 

 

Sorry, you won’t fix your kid. You can but work on being the best parent you know to be for your child. Increasingly, set your 

sights on becoming the best expert on your child, making space for your observations and the insight of others walking the 

childrearing path with you. Allow someone you can trust to hold up the mirror on your parenting for you. 

 

Don't break a child, yours or any other. Do everything you can, in this imperfect world, to keep adult worries off the       

shoulders of little ones in their formative years. Believe. Be vigilant. Trust the process. Whilst at Bellavista, we open our 

hands to say let us partner together to raise your child: this is a hope filled school and your child doesn’t need fixing. 

 

Sports results 
22 February: Orchards rained out 
 
Dates to diarise 
7 March:  Sports practices take place on Henderson Fields (along Venus St). Children can only be fetched from Bellavista’s Wingfield    
Avenue gate at 15h00. 
13 March:  Open Afternoon – an opportunity to pop in and see your child’s teacher and classroom, with your child if you like. This is 
not a feedback session but an informal connection. 
14 March: Change over to winter cocurricular timetable with new sports choices; details to be advised 
18 March 2017: Interhouse Sports Day—refer to the following page for detailed information 
20 March 2017: school as usual and attendance is expected 
    
Camps 
Thank you to the staff who escorted our grades 5, 6, and 7 children on camp, in the rain, and thank you to the kids who rallied on  in 
the wet. Our Grade Five camp was completely washed out and I appreciate the understanding and support of the parents when we 
took a decision to return home prematurely. 
 
Enjoy the week 
Alison Scott 
Principal 



 

BELLAVISTA SPORTS DAY 2017 
 
Dear Parents 
 
On Saturday 18 March, we undertake our annual Bellavista Sports Day. This is a compulsory school day for the children 
and we encourage you to come along and support them in their races. 
 
Some reminders for the day: 
 Children are to come dressed in their PE shorts and a BELLAVISTA coloured house t-shirt. Every child is to have a 

cap on and sunscreen is also advised. 
 Encourage your child to have a good breakfast. They may not bring food and drinks with them. Water and fruit 

will be provided during the course of the morning. Other refreshments will be handed out once the programme 
is finished. Refreshments will be on sale for the parents. Children may only buy AFTER the day. 

 Children are to be at school no later than 7:30 and we hope to be done by 12:00pm. Once the children are    
seated with their houses they may not leave the area. Children may go home after the day has finished. 

 Any asthmatic children are to bring along their pumps. 
 Sisters and brothers are encouraged to dress in house colours and they will also have an opportunity to           

participate. 
 We urge you to bring your umbrellas and deck chairs and join us in celebrating the wonderful, talented and       

all-round amazing children we have at this school. 
 
If you have any queries about Sports Day feel free to come and speak to one of us. 
 
Look forward to seeing you on Saturday 18th March. 
Kind Regards 
Noel Butler, Elena Hackner and Daniela Allan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminder:  Commemorative Bellavista 50th birthday picnic blankets available at the Uniform Shop for R450. 
 

Fully furnished 3 bedroom cluster to rent within walking distance to the school in Melrose Estate. 
For further details please contact 0825622223 
 
Tutoring and Homework assistance: 
If interested please contact Sasha Donenberg on 0823878478 or sasha.donenberg@gmail.com  
 

Reminder:  King David Victory Park open day—23rd March 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

All Bellavista parents are welcome  to attend a weekly Parent Support Group. 
When: Wednesday mornings from 7:30-8:30 

Where: in the small consulting room next to the Auditorium. 
The Group is facilitated by Tammy Copeland (0827719384, tammy@isdial.net) 

 

Advertisements 
Disclaimer: Ads placed in this newsletter are placed as a community service and Bellavista School does not necessarily know nor endorse the provider. 
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