
      Newsletter No. 5:   May 2017  

2nd May Tuesday:  Back to School 

3rd May Wednesday:   

4th May Thursday:  Grade 4 depart for Camp 

5th May Friday:  Grade 4 return from Camp 

    Grade R Mother’s Day Market  

    Assembly 12h40 

8th May Monday:  Book Week  

9th May Tuesday:  Book Week 

10th May Wednesday:  Book Week 

    Soccer against Cooper College U9,10,11 at home; U12, Open away. 

    Evening Talk by Dr Melodie de Jager—Behaviour is a Symptom 

11th May Thursday:  Book Week 

12th May Friday:  Book Week 

    Slipper Day 

    Grade 7 Tuck 

    Assembly 12h40 

 
Tues—Friday mornings 

7:30—8:15  

Tues afternoons 

12—14:45 

Dear Parents 
 
Back to school – glee or glum? 

It is back to school, and I can’t wait! I can’t wait to see the children and hear 

their busy banter. I can’t wait to hear their news and of their time with family. 

I love their welcomes and greetings when we bump into each other on the 

first day. Bellavista is different in this way. Last term, we had a disrupted time with water cuts, holi-

days, road races and political events. I honestly believe that Bellavista might be alone in reporting that 

when school was cancelled for a day, many children were disappointed, not delighted!  

 

Mums and dads cannot wait either, I believe. Some of you may be feeling stretched after the bustle of 

activity school holidays can bring, especially if you are working parents or have children running on 

other terms. Our children can be our delight and equally our challenge. I don't believe there is a   

higher office than that of parent. In keeping with the nature of my role at a school, I often have        

occasion to talk to parents on parenting and managing their child or children. You wouldn't be alone if 

you have ever said, “My child is giving me a hard time.”  In fact, you’d be in broader company than 

you realise.  

 
For the sake of transparency, I’ll be a little vulnerable here: teachers say it too, “This child is giving me 

such a hard time.” How do we navigate the reality of this experience, because there really is no “back 

out” option if you are a parent, or teacher? Perhaps we shift a paradigm. How about, “My child is    

having a hard time.” It's a way of looking, of coping and of finding a way forward in the        

relationship. Try it.  

 



I encourage you to attend the talk at Bellavista next Wednesday, 10 May 2017: Behaviour is a Symptom. We 

are pleased to be hosting Dr Melodie de Jager who has a wonderful way of stepping out the box to see          

parenting and working with children differently. You can book online: 

http://bellavistashare.org.za/index.php/en/events/talks/product/60-behaviour-is-a-symptom-dr-melodie-de-jager-

10-may-2017 

 

New surprises for the children 

You may have noticed new climbing apparatus in the playground on return to school. We were spoiled with a 

generous sponsorship to purchase a state of the art structure to enhance the children’s play. I am humbled and 

aware that Bellavista’s beautiful surrounds are not a given. They are a gift from many people towards our       

children over time, such as this latest addition is.  Thank you. 

 

50th year legacy 

Bellavista School was founded in 1967, making us 50 years old this year. We are excited to be starting the    

celebrations off with the Birthday Bash on 28 May 2017.  

 

A past parent got in touch recently, as many do. I share her note to encourage you: 

 

“Just a small note to inform all the past teachers of Bellavista School who dedicated their time and effort to my 

son. Today I stand as a proud mother of a Civil/Structural Engineer who is a WITS graduate but also just      

graduated yesterday with an MBA (Master of Business Administration) from the University of Pretoria. This is 

only to pay tribute to all the teachers that accommodated him and believed in him as a child.....I am the proud 

mother of this young man and I could not have done this without the help and understanding of the Bellavista 

team! THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU.......” 

 

Cocurricular activities 

We start the winter sports programme next week Tuesday, the 9th May. Please note that if your son is in the u12 

or Open Soccer groups (i.e. the senior boys), he can enjoy the privilege of wearing the new soccer shirts       

available from the Uniform Shop. This shirt must be worn together with the new style shorts, soccer socks, a 

school peak cap and shin pads at practices and at fixtures. Netball girls wear their full kit at practices and    

matches too.  

 

Uniform as seasons change 

The children can wear a full winter or a full summer uniform until the end of May. From Monday 29 May, full   

winter uniform applies. Winter can be peak ‘lost property’ season as the children tend to peel off layers through 

the day. Please ensure that your child’s clothing is clearly marked.  The uniform details are described in the 

Communication and Agenda books for your easy reference. Please note that if your child wears a tracksuit on 

sport days, it should be a full tracksuit – top and pants, with white or black sport shoes.  

 

Music 

Mrs de Boni will be in to teach for Mrs Ryan who is delayed on her return from Spain following a medical     

emergency with her husband there. Our thoughts and prayers are with them both.  

 

http://bellavistashare.org.za/index.php/en/events/talks/product/60-behaviour-is-a-symptom-dr-melodie-de-jager-10-may-2017
http://bellavistashare.org.za/index.php/en/events/talks/product/60-behaviour-is-a-symptom-dr-melodie-de-jager-10-may-2017


Nuts and bolts 

School closes at normal times this week with the co-curricular programme starting from next week.  

Times for this week: 

Grades 1 and 2, Tuesday and Thursday finish at 2pm; Wednesday and Friday at 1h25. 

Grades 3—7, Tuesday and Thursday finish at 2h15, Wednesday at 1h50 and Friday at 1h25. 

 

There are some class timetable changes and your child’s teacher will alert you to these as necessary. 

 

Enjoy the term 

Alison Scott 
Principal 
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